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In a roundabout way — a way director 
Oliver Stone never intended — last 
war's historical fantasy “JFK" may 
orttg a resolution to the real and ima- 
gkged mysteries of President John F. 
Kennedy s assassination. 

so. though, a Pandora's box may 
that is more revealing of the dead 
than any heretofore unknown as> 

Wat la the opinion of Dr. Kermit Hall, 
Been of the University of Tulsa's Henry Ken- 
dall College of Arts and Sciences. Hall is ooe 
of five members of the Kennedy Assassina- 
tion Review Board, created through legisla- 
tion originally proposed by U.S. Sen. David 
Bwen, D-Okla. 

President Clinton chose Hall for the panel 
from a list of nominees by the Organization 
of American Historians Board members are 
I from conflicts of interest — published 
ch on the subject, for instance — and 
profit from their work once it is com- 

h subpoena powers as well as 
wttv to grant immunity, the board Is 
will identifying all public and prt- 
■Mtertala pertaining to Kennedy’s 
. Constrained only by national security 
hriWo s i, It will then determine which 
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"Under the circumstance*. 
I think it’s highly unlikely we’H 
wind up with somebody be- 
sides Lee Harvey Oswald ... a 
bungler who got lucky. 

■ ■■ 

I am g oing into this with 
anJpsOUgl If we find s 
memo that aays that J. Edgar 
Hoover ordered Kennedy 
killed, we’ll put it in there.” 

Kermit Hall 



lance to declassify even routine i 
Ultimately, those suspiciqps found a vofti 
Stone’s movie about a fearless young 
dent struck down by a conspiracy of 
and political en vy-^ 

But bowever ffii Undl sfi the movie’s prc*i 
tse may have keen, nk loond a large an 
responsive audience. That, Hall said. 
Congress to action. 

*Tn the abeence of an official record, 
unofficial record develop*,” Hall said. < 
uiatlon fills some of the void, 
are left to look at the worst possible < 

The assa»i nation became 


^bekilliag ^ 





Continued from News 1 
ing as much Uj- 
> fprmation pub- 
lie as possible 
will probably 
prove more im- 
portant than the 
actual informa- 
tion. Although 
80 percent to 85 
percent of the 
government’s 
files on Ken- 
nedy’s death re- 
main classified, 

Hall believes it 



Had 


made public. Included are the re- 
sults of the family's own investi- 
gation into the murder, as well as 
private papers. Among the docu- 
ments are the papers of Robert F. 
Kennedy, who was attorney mm- 
eral in his brother’s adminiaCw- 

tiOO. 

“Is it likely the papers of 1 
Kennedy . . . could be 
tion documents? I would think 
so,’’ Hall said. 

But it is not at all clear that tha 
Kennedys are enthusiastic about 
adding them to the pile Hall and 
his group will be accumulating. 
Although Sen. Edward Kennedy, 
D-Mass., voted for the legislation 
creating thd board — with Ike 
proviso that autopsy photographs 
of John Kennedy's body not be 


unlikely anything startling about 
the assassination will be unco- 
vered. 

Jto,, ‘ We’re not likely to find that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was one of of John Kennedy's 
seven gunmen, four of whom) made public — Hall said it is his 
were on the grassy knoll,” he said.’ understanding that files pertain- 
^Under the circumstances. I think} ing to the fa mily’s 
it’s highly unlikely we’ll wind up 
with somebody besides Lee Har-, 
vey Oswald ... a bungler who got' 

Jucky “ > 

f Hall said he, personally is In 
general ~ 

P< 


ing to me fa mily's private iav esti- > 
ration have beep taken from t he 
Kennedy Library in Boston 
And. of course, there is the ob- 
vious fact that the Kennedys have 
opted to remain largely silent on 


J osner 


il agreement with Gera ld ) the subject for three decades 
r. whose r ecent doqk. "Uase * "It’s an exceedingly com| 
L is ''"pretty devastating” situation,” said Hall. ”Th 


C 1 osed, 1 ' is n pretty devastating 
^conspiracy theories. 

^‘That said, 1 am going into this 


open mind . If we find a 

Tfiemo thalsays that J. Edgar 
Hoover ordered Kennedy killed, 
we’ll put it in there.” 

Hall hastens to point out that, in 
any event, his job is "not to solve 
the Kennedy assassination, but to 
see all of the information about it 
gets out.” 

That promises to be a daunting 
* task, one that could put the Ken- 
nedy Assassination Review Board 
at odds with the Kennedy fam- 
ily itself. 

The Kennedys hold a larga 
l amount of information on the as- 
sassination that has never 


complex 
“Those 

papers may have a lot to say 
about the way the family oper- 
ates. One of the interesting fea- 
tures of this is that if we move 
toward full disclosure, it is likely . 

to damage somewhat the i *“ 

tion of the president.” ( 

Hall believes the new in 


tion will probably illuminate 
ition itself 


assassination itself only \ 
ally, while possibly bringing la *~ 
light facts related to Kennedy and 
his administration. 

- “It’s likely to stir additional 
questions about Kennedy and Us 
character/^ajd Hall ? 

[all and his group kaa Its] 
ray. the truth -yrfcuever it i 
he — will out 





